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THE  PLAY  OF  MORE

Whiles they are o'er the bank of their obedi-
ence.

Thus will they bear down all things.              40

Sheriff More speaks! Shall we hear Sheriff
More speak?

Let's hear him! A keeps a plentiful shrievaltry,
and a made my brother Arthur Watchins
Sergeant Safe's yeoman. Let's hear Sheriff
More.

Sheriff More! More! More! Sheriff More!    45
Even by the rule you have among yourselves.
Command still audience.
Surrey! Surrey!
More! More!

Peace! Peace! Silence! Peace!                        50

You that have voice and credit with the
number.

Command them to a stillness.
A plague on them! They will not hold their
peace.

The Devil cannot rule them!
Thenwhataroughandriotouschargehaveyou,   55
To lead those that the Devil cannot rule.
Good masters, hear me speak.
Aye, by the mass will we, More. Thou art a
good housekeeper, and I thank thy good wor-
ship for my brother Arthur Watchins.
Peace! Peace!                                               60

Mob scenes like this are found in Henry VI, Part II, in Julius
Caesar, and later in Coriolanus, but in no other English dramatist
writing within the limits of time within which the play of Sir
Thomas More must have been written. Typically Shakespearean
is Doll's plea that More should be allowed to speak, because he
has given a post to her brother. But as we proceed with More's
speech, we find in it parallels as close as those in the outcries of
the mob:
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